
Joint response by the Society for French Studies and the AUPHF to the DfE 

consultation on ALCAB’s report and specification of content for the new MFL 

A level  

 

 

Question 4 a) Is the revised A level content in each of these subjects appropriate in 

view of the issues raised in ALCAB’s reports? Please consider:  

 whether the content reflects what students need to know in order to progress 

to undergraduate study  

Please provide evidence to support your response.  

 

We strongly support the changes in the curriculum suggested in order to address the 

issues raised in ALCAB’s report. The sole focus on linguistic skills in the previous 

curriculum discouraged the most able pupils from studying a language after GCSE 

level. The new proposals reintroduce two elements that we feel are intrinsic to the 

study of a modern language: 1) knowledge and understanding of a specific culture 

and society associated with the target language; and 2) the development of analytic 

and critical skills. These two elements are both indispensable in terms of preparing 

students to study a language at university level. We believe that their inclusion will 

make the curriculum more stimulating and appealing to the pupils most likely to enjoy 

and benefit from the study of modern languages at university.  

We support the suggested division of content between themes, works and an 

extended research project at A level. The need for learners to engage with 

substantial works, whether filmic or literary, in the target language is very welcome. 

We are also pleased to see the diversity of the themes and works suggested for 

study in the attached Annex. We would welcome a more explicit insistence on the 

need for the study of themes to engage with source materials in the target language. 

In contrast, since the purpose of including culturally-specific materials in the 



curriculum is to develop the non-linguistic skills mentioned above, we do not 

consider it necessary for the pupils to demonstrate these skills through French. This 

will in fact bring practice at second-level closer to the practice most current at 

university level. In most UK higher-level institutions, ‘content’ courses are typically 

taught and assessed through English.  

 

 We are broadly happy with the proposed specification of linguistic skills. We 

regret that the GCSE and A level curricula have been revised in isolation from each 

other, since the real issue here is the standard of MFL programmes at GCSE. The 

separate April 2014 DfE document gives scant information on the 'grammatical 

expectations' at GCSE level, though the paucity of grammatical foundations is one of 

the biggest problems for students trying to make the step-up to AS/A Level. The new 

document mentions GCSE as something to 'build on', but there is no reference to the 

grammatical or intellectual bases (or lack of them) that prepare students for AS 

Level.  

 As the above suggests, we feel that the changes as proposed go in the right 

direction of travel. However, the risk is that they will not deliver the radical overhaul 

we consider necessary to encourage more students to choose to study a modern 

language beyond GCSE level. We believe that shifting the focus still further in favour 

of the transferable skills that the study of a modern language can provide along with 

linguistic skills would result in a qualification more likely to be of value both to 

students intending to study language at university and to those who will cease 

studying it when they leave school. 

 

 

Question 5 Is the revised AS qualification content in each of these subjects 

appropriate?  

Please provide evidence to support your response. 

We welcome the revised AS qualification content for the same reasons as detailed 

above for the A level. We agree that an extended project would not be suitable in the 



first year following GCSE study, since students will be coming to grips for the first 

time with the challenges of dealing with an entire work in the target language. Again, 

we recommend that the importance of developing the non-linguistic transferable 

skills mentioned above be embedded even more deeply into the curriculum. A lower 

proportion of students taking AS French than of those continuing it to A level will 

wish to study it at university; for those reasons, it is just important at this level as at A 

level that the qualification equip candidates with a broader range of skills.  

 

Question 6 Is the revised modern foreign languages content, covering assessment 

of all four skills (reading, writing, speaking and listening), applicable to all languages 

currently available for study at AS and A level 

We believe so; comparability seems a worthwhile aim.  

 

7 Do you think that any of the proposals have the potential to have a 

disproportionate impact, positive or negative, on specific students, in particular those 

with 'relevant protected characteristics'? (The relevant protected characteristics are 

disability, gender reassignment, pregnancy and maternity, race, religion or belief, sex 

and sexual orientation.) Please provide evidence to support your response. 

 

We have no reason to believe that the proposals would have any disproportionate 

effect of this kind.  


