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Consultation Question 45: To what extent do you agree or disagree 

that for AS qualifications in modern foreign languages 70 per cent 

of the available marks should be allocated to exams and 30 per 

cent to non-exam assessment? 

We would welcome more consideration of this question. At present, we 

understand that, unlike in many other subjects, the ‘non-exam’ 

assessment in MFL involves the oral and listening elements of the 

curriculum, and is therefore more like an examination than like 

coursework. As such, it is not subject to the often-stated reservation that 

it is ‘coachable’, subject to parental and teacher help. Indeed, we wonder 

if the higher proportion of marks previously awarded to this component 

(35-40%) may have contributed to the low number of A* scores awarded 

relative to other subjects. The oral and comprehension elements of MFL 

are fundamental aspects of proficiency, and assessment of them should 

certainly account for a significant proportion of the available marks. 

However, one of the advantages of the new cultural element is that it 

now becomes possible to introduce a coursework element into the 

assessment of this component, to bring it more in line with practice in 

English, for example. We would strongly welcome a development along 

these lines, in which case we would recommend increasing the ‘non 

exam’ assessment to 40%.  

 

 

 

 

Consultation Question 46: To what extent do you agree or disagree 

that for A levels in modern foreign languages 70 per cent of the 

available marks should be allocated to exams and 30 per cent to 

non-exam assessment?  

 

This would be consistent with the approach proposed for AS level, which 

seems appropriate.  

 

 

 

 

Consultation Question 47: To what extent do you agree or disagree 



that all A level and AS qualifications in modern foreign languages 

should have the same requirements for non-exam assessment and 

that no exceptions should be made for specific languages? 

 

We agree. Comparability across languages is a worthwhile objective. 

 

 

 

Consultation Question 48: To what extent do you agree or disagree 

that the proposed assessment objectives are appropriate for 

A level and AS qualifications in modern foreign languages? 

 

We very much welcome the inclusion of AO4 in the proposals. It 

emphasises the centrality of two elements whose absence we believe 

has played a major part in making the Modern Language A level 

curriculum seem dull and uninspiring to ambitious students: a focus on 

culture/society specific to the target language, and a focus on critical and 

analytic skills.  

 

 

 

Consultation Question 49: To what extent do you agree or disagree 

that the proposed weightings of the assessment objectives are 

appropriate for AS qualifications in modern foreign languages? 

 

We welcome the introduction of a cultural element at AS level. However, 

we would like to see a weighting of 30% for AO4. The risk with the 

proposed weighting of 20% is that it will not deliver the radical overhaul 

we believe is necessary to make language study at AS level attractive to 

the most able students. 30% would be a more accurate reflection of the 

value of skills AO4 seeks to assess: the ability to engage with another 

culture and society, and analytic and critical skills. In our view, these 

transferable skills are as intrinsic and important to an advanced 

language qualification as the linguistic skills specified in the other 

assessment objectives. To facilitate this, the weighting of AO2 and AO3 

should be reduced to 25%. 

 

Moreover, we recommend that the full 30% of marks awarded for AO4 

be used for candidates demonstrating these skills through English. 

Again, this is because in our opinion the skills that AO4 seeks to assess 

are as irreducibly part of, and important in, modern language study as 

linguistic skills. 

 

 



 

Consultation Question 50: To what extent do you agree or disagree 

that the proposed weightings of the assessment objectives are 

appropriate for A levels in modern foreign languages? 

 

For the same reasons as in the preceding question, we recommend that 

AO4 be increased to 30% and that AO2 and AO3 be reduced to 25%. 

We also recommend that the full 30% of marks awarded for AO4 be 

used for candidates demonstrating these skills through English. 

 

 

 

Consultation Question 51: Do you have any further comments 

relating to the assessment of this subject? 

 

We fully support the new emphasis on culture and society and, 

especially, the requirement that this element of the curriculum be directly 

concerned with the target language. As indicated above, our highest 

priority is that candidates should be required to demonstrate 

engagement with source materials in the target language. Since we 

consider it more important that the engagement take place, than that it 

necessarily take place through the target language, we recommend that 

they be allowed to do so through English.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


